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Dear Parents / Caregivers, 
 
Thank you for choosing Mackay Central State School for your child's primary education.   
 
All staff members at Mackay Central State School take seriously the responsibility of the 
role they play in each student's growth and development as a learner.  
 
We understand that effective teaching and learning is dependent on a meaningful working 
partnership being forged between home, school and student.   
 
We cater for, value and celebrate individual differences in our students’ culture, ability, 
learning styles and knowledge.   
 
We strive to provide a safe and supportive learning environment where risk taking is 
encouraged and errors viewed as a necessary part of the learning experience.   
 
In implementing the Australian Curriculum, we create learning experiences that will 
challenge children to move beyond their present level of knowledge and understanding 
while still providing success.   
 
Basically, we believe that school should be a fun, interesting, challenging, structured and 
safe place to be! 
 
We are looking forward to working with you and welcoming you into the Central family! 
 
Sarah Mutton 
(Principal) 

 



 
 

      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

Mackay Central State School is Mackay’s oldest state school 
 
Positioned on picturesque grounds, in a beautiful heritage listed building, the school is steeped in history 
and tradition but has its eyes firmly on the future.  
 
Mackay Central State School implements the Australian Curriculum in English, Mathematics, Science, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, The Arts, Languages, Health and Physical Education and 
Technologies.  
Boasting a ‘State of the Art’ Multimedia Centre, with a dedicated technology teacher, our students learn a 
wide variety of skills and strategies that will prepare them for life in the future. Keyboarding, development 
of spreadsheets, creation of PowerPoints, video editing and internet research are integrated into the 
delivery of curriculum across all subjects and expanded upon in Digital Technologies to include 
development of algorithms, coding and use of a wide range of hardware and software. Additionally, our 
students have access to our STEAM room to promote learning in the areas of Science, Technologies, the 
Arts, Engineering and Mathematics.  
 
Mackay Central State School has an excellent team of dedicated, experienced and caring staff. As a 
school we are extremely proud of the wide range of cultural backgrounds represented by the students in 
our school and promote our cultural diversity at every opportunity. We endorse an inclusive approach to 
education and embrace opportunities to foster understanding and acceptance for cultural differences.   
 
Though we are only a small school, with a current enrolment of under 180 students, thanks to our 
wonderful staff, we are able to offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities including a full sports 
program, Gala Sports excursions in collaboration with schools across the region, instrumental music, 
gardening club and Reef Guardian leadership opportunities, school bands and participation in community 
events such as the Mackay Eisteddfod. 
 
We maintain strong working partnerships with our school community and nurture the link between 
community, home and school.  Our parents, carers and volunteers are our very valued partners in the 
education of our students and as well as volunteering their time to help out in our classrooms they 
organise a wide range of activities including our breakfast club and a community playgroup which 
operates from our Activity Hall. Both our Activity and Multi-purpose halls are well utilised by the 
community.  



 
 

      

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We value: 
 • The individual needs of the child. 
 • A respect for one’s self. 
 • A respect for, and cooperation with, others in the school and in the community. 
 • A respect for our wonderful school environment 
 
We believe: 
Children should: 
 • Be free of social justice inequities. 
 • Have high expectations. 
 • Have a sense of self-worth (a positive self-concept) and self-discipline. 
 
Staff should: 
 • Be given the opportunity to work within a climate of trust, caring, sharing and respect,  

   conducive to harmonious working relationships. 
 • Be given the freedom to make decisions they believe will assist with the social and 
   emotional development of each child. 
 • Be supported in their endeavours by the school policy on behaviour management. 
 
Community Members/Parents, as partners in the learning process should: 
 • Be supported in their efforts to provide a home atmosphere conducive to learning. 
 • Be given the opportunity to establish positive and constructive communications with 
   school. 
 • Be given the opportunity to share in school decision making. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
"In striving to excel we aim to encourage all to attain their full 

potential, promoting at the same time a respect for themselves, for 
others, and the environment." 

 

VALUES AND BELIEFS 
 

MACKAY CENTRAL’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians 

of the land on which we meet. 
We acknowledge the Yuwibara and Juipera people, and pay our 

respects to elders past, present and emerging. 
We promise to look after the land, sea and sky. 

We acknowledge the wide diversity of cultures represented here at 
Mackay Central State School. 

Welcome to our Family! 
 
 



 
 

      

 
 
 
 
Principal    Mrs Sarah Mutton 

 

Head of Curriculum   Mr Dean Malone 

 

Administration Officer  Mrs Gail Ross 

 

Administration Assistant  Mrs Debbie Debondi 

 

Chaplain    Mr Gerry Doyle 

 

Classroom Teachers 

Prep    Mrs Cheryl Burns 
     Year One   Mr Greg Born 
     Year One/Two   Mrs Naomi Cedar 
     Year Two   Mrs Tina Connors 
     Year Three   Mrs Wendy Stevenson-Barry 
     Year Four   Mrs Cassie Harding 
     Year Five   Miss Janine Bella 
     Year Five/Six   Ms Rosemaree Whitehead 
     Year Six   Mrs Tammy Lando                 
 

Specialist Teaching Staff 

Music    Miss Sue Benson  
     Instrumental Music   Ms Kerri Buchanan 
     Languages (Chinese)  Miss Emilie Wang  
     Digital Technologies  Mr Dean Malone 
     Learning Support  Mrs Wendy Baynton 
     Physical Education   Mrs Sheena Geiger 
     Guidance Officer  Ms Veronique Sorenson 
 
 

Teacher Aides 

Librarian / General   Mrs Joan Bellear 
General Support  Mr Matthew Boyd 
Prep / Speech    Mrs Skye Large 

     Prep Aide   Mrs Suellen Rasmussen 
Playgroup / General  Miss Janice Reilly 

(Indigenous Support Liaison) 
General    Ms Lorna Pai 

 (Indigenous Support Liaison) 
     General / EALD   Mrs Shirin Whittaker 
 
 

Ancillary Staff 

Mr Stephen Nielsen - Cleaner  
Mrs Litia William - Cleaner 

     Mr Shane Connors – Grounds / Facilities Officer 
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Mackay Central State School delivers the Australian Curriculum with a future-focused orientation towards curriculum, 
pedagogy and assessment from Prep to Year 6.  
 
The curriculum is organised around the key learning areas of the Australian Curriculum: 

  

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Science 

 Humanities and Social Sciences 

 The Arts 

 Technologies 

 Health and Physical Education 

 Languages 
 

 

 

The integration of general capabilities in the delivery of the Australian Curriculum plays a significant role in equipping 
students to live and work successfully in the twenty-first century: 

 

 Literacy 

 Numeracy 

 Information and Community Technology (ICT) capability 

 Critical and Creative Thinking 

 Personal and Social Capability 

 Ethical Understanding 

 Intercultural Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross-curriculum priorities are addressed through learning areas and offer opportunities to add depth and richness to 
student learning where appropriate: 

 
 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 

 Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia 

 Sustainability 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Mackay Central State School, staff are committed to the delivery of a high-
quality curriculum for all students, one that promotes excellence and equity in 
education. We believe that all students are entitled to rigorous, relevant and 
engaging learning programs drawn from a challenging curriculum that addresses 
their individual learning needs. We pride ourselves on meeting the diverse learning 
needs of our students and delivering an inclusive education to all students, 
including students with a disability, gifted and talented students and students who 
have learned English as an Additional Language or Dialect.   
 

 
 

CURRICULUM PROGRAM 
 



 
 

      

 
 
 

Students are offered teaching in a rich variety of academic, cultural, sporting, life and social skills at Mackay 
Central State School.  Participation in extra-curricular activities enhances student confidence, builds resilience 
and develops skills such as teamwork – all vital qualities if students are to maximise life’s opportunities. 
 
Activities include: 
 

ACADEMIC 

• National academic competitions – English, Spelling, Mathematics; World Class Tests, International Schools’     
Assessment 
 

CULTURAL 

• Music – instrumental music, choir, recorder band, Eisteddfod entries 
• Drama and Visual Arts performances - Verse speaking Eisteddfod entries 
• Attendances at Queensland Arts Council performances and local theatre performances 
• Cultural Days – NAIDOC Week celebrations, Harmony Day 
 

SPORTING 

• A mix of inter-house and inter-school – swimming, athletics, softball, touch football, cricket, basketball, AFL,  
Rugby League, Rugby Union, soccer 
• Sports opportunities in partnership with local organisations such as Mackay PCYC and the Mackay Cutters 
 

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL SKILLS 

• Camping program 
• Life Education activities 
• Deadly Choices 
 

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 

• Student leader positions  
• Student Council  
• Reef Guardians Environmental Education program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CO AND EXTRA – CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES 
 



 
 

      

 

 
 

Quality learning occurs in Mackay Central’s supportive, disciplined environment 
  
• Social and academic learning outcomes are maximised for all through quality practices in the areas of curriculum, 
interpersonal relationships and school organisation. All members of the school community should feel safe and are 
valued.  
 
• Behaviour expectations are clearly outlined and logical consequences enacted for infringements; 
 
• School practices involves a planned continuum from positive to preventative actions all students to responsive 
actions for specific individuals and groups; 
 
• Non-violent, non-coercive and non-discriminatory language and practices are defined, modelled and reinforced by all 
members of the school community; 
 
• Suspension and exclusion procedures are considered only when all other approaches have been exhausted or 
rejected 
 

 

 

 

The school’s Responsible Behaviour Plan clearly sets out the expectations for behavior at Mackay Central State 
School. It also outlines the consequences for inappropriate behavior. At Mackay Central State School we have zero 
tolerance for bullying.  
 
There are four overarching school rules at our school and these rules have been agreed upon by all staff and our 
school P&C. They are aligned with the values, principles and expected standards outlined in Education Queensland’s 
Code of School Behaviour.  
 

 

FOUR MAIN RULES: 

1. Be Safe 

2. Be a Learner 

3. Be Respectful 

4. Be Co-operative 
 

 

These four overarching school rules relate to all areas including the classroom, the playground, corridors, toilets and 
when waiting for buses and/or collection by parents in the afternoons. Our school’s Responsible Behaviour Plan also 
outlines acknowledgement of good behavior in the form of class awards, Student of the Week Awards and Model 
Behaviour Awards.  
 

 
 
 
  

SCHOOL RULES 
 

SUPPORTIVE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT 
 



 
 

      

 
 

 

2019- 2020 school holidays and term dates 

Queensland term dates - 2019 

Term Dates Length 

Term 1 Tuesday 29 January - Friday 5 April 10 weeks 

Term 2 Tuesday 23 April - Friday 28 June 10 weeks 

Term 3 Monday 15 July - Friday 20 September 10 weeks 

Term 4 Tuesday 8 October - Friday 13 December 10 weeks 

Staff professional development days (SPDDs) 2019 

 24, 25 January 

 8, 9, 10 April 

 21 October 

Finishing dates for 2019 

 Prep to Year 9 - Friday 13 December 

Queensland term dates - 2020 

Term Dates Length 

Term 1 Tuesday 28 January - Friday 3 April 10 weeks 

Term 2 Monday 20 April - Friday 26 June 10 weeks 

Term 3 Monday 13 July - Friday 18 September 10 weeks 

Term 4 Tuesday 6 October - Friday 11 December 10 weeks 

Staff professional development days (SPDDs) 2020 

 23, 24 January 

 15, 16, 17 April 

 19 October 

Finishing dates for 2020 

 Prep to Year 9 - Friday 11 December 
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ADMISSIONS: 

 
Mackay Central State School is able to accept enrolments year-round from students living in any area of Mackay. We 
often enroll students of parents who work in the city but live in the outer suburbs or northern beaches.  
 
Prep is the first year of school and provides the foundation for your child's education. From 2017, it is compulsory for 
Queensland children to undertake Prep prior to Year 1. Prep is a full-time program in primary schools. Children attend 
Monday-Friday, generally from 9am-3pm. 

Children must be 5 by 30 June in the year they enrol. Check the table below to see when your child can start Prep.  

 
 
An enrolment and information day is held every October each year for the following year’s enrolments. 
At Central we like to get to know each and every student as well as their parents who will be joining our school 
community and therefore parents are required to bring their child in to school for an enrolment interview with the 
Principal prior to the beginning of their Prep year. We encourage parents to schedule an appointment by phone, email 
or by dropping in and seeing us and to bring completed enrolment forms to their interview. Our friendly office staff are 
very happy to assist with this process if required. We recommend that families schedule appointments from October 
onwards during the year prior to their child’s enrolment to ensure they have lots of time to get ready for Prep and can 
participate in our Prep orientation days. Please note that in alignment with Department of Education policy, proof of 
age in the form of Birth Certificates will be required to submit enrolment forms, as will Vaccination / Immunisation 
Cards. 
 

 

 

SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/parent-information/


 
 

      

 

 

 

ABSENCES: 

In line with the Education Act regarding compulsory attendance, it is necessary for Parents/Caregivers to provide a 
letter of explanation, or phone the school’s student absence line, regarding their child's absence from school. 
Additionally, families can now respond to automated student absence text messages – a generic message which is 
sent to all families in the event of an unexplained absence.  
 

ACCIDENTS: 

Minor accidents will be treated at the school.  If the accident requires professional attention the Ambulance will be 
called and parents will be notified.  If parents cannot be contacted, the child will be sent to the hospital or the doctor 
shown on school records, in the company of a teacher/teacher aide.  Parents should ensure that they provide the 
school with up to date telephone numbers and emergency contacts in case of an emergency.  It is essential that 
parents keep addresses and telephone numbers on the school record cards up to date. 
 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE: 

The school bell rings at 8.50am. This is the signal for students to line up ready for entry to their classrooms. School 
commences each day at 8.55am.  Children are expected to arrive at school in ample time for them to prepare for the 
day’s work.  As teachers are not rostered on duty before school, responsibility cannot be taken for children who come 
to school early.  Children should not be at school before 8.30am.  Children are dismissed at 2.55pm and should leave 
the grounds immediately after they are dismissed. No formal arrangements for supervision are made after 2.55pm. 
Session times are as follows; 

 

1st Session:  8:55am – 11:00am 

1st Lunch: 11:00am – 11:40am 

2nd Session:  11:40am – 1:10pm 

2nd Lunch:  1:10pm – 1:40pm 

3rd Session:  1:40pm – 2:55pm 

 

ASSEMBLY: 

Assembly is held every Monday morning at 9:00. Parents and Carers are very welcome to attend our assembly. 
Student of the week awards are handed out at assembly every week.  
 

ATTENDANCE: 

At Mackay Central State School we believe that students need to attend school regularly in order to participate fully 
and gain maximum benefit from schooling. Regular attendance enables children to access a full education and assists 
them to reach their full potential. School staff set an example for students by encouraging and emphasising 
attendance and punctuality. 
 
Regular attendance at school maximises your child’s learning outcomes. At Mackay Central State School we expect 
that every student will attend school every day of the school year unless prevented by reasonable circumstances from 
doing so. 
 
At Mackay Central State School we are committed to achieving our target attendance rate across the school; 
 

 A 93% average attendance rate for all students 
 
We teach our children to take responsibility for their regular attendance at school. We encourage excellent attendance 
by issuing a class reward to the highest attending class each week, acknowledging excellent individual efforts in 
improving and achieving high attendance rates on weekly parades and holding attendance raffles to award students 
who achieve 100% attendance for the week. 
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In addition to encouraging their children, it is a parent’s responsibility to; 

 Ensure their child attends school every day 

 Ensure their child arrives at school on time every day 

 Minimise disruptions to their child’s school day so their child has the best opportunity to learn 

 Contact the school prior to any planned or extended absences and meet with their child’s teacher to ensure 
students don’t fall behind 

 Provide an explanation for their child’s absence from school in the form of; 
- A note written and signed by a parent of guardian 
- A phone call to the student absence line (4969 3111) 
- A medical certificate  
- A verbal explanation delivered in person to the school office 
- A text message reply to the school’s automated student absence text message service 
- An explanation sent via email (admin@mackaycentralss.eq.edu.au)  

 
In the interest of safety for our students, a student arriving late to school or departing early must be signed in or out 
from the school by a parent or guardian. All students must attend the office prior to entering or leaving their classroom 
where the accompanying adult will be required to provide an explanation to be attached to roll marking records and an 
early or late note will be issued.  
 

BICYCLES AND SCOOTERS: 

Bicycles and scooters may be ridden to school, but are not to be ridden in the school grounds.  For their own 
protection, children are required by law to wear helmets while riding.  Bike racks are sited near the Activities building.  
Students are required to use bike chains or locks to secure their property during the day.  
 

CHAPLAINCY: 

Our chaplaincy program aims to give support for students throughout the school. This is provided by an array of 
avenues including student referral, staff referral, Social Justice referral and principal referral. 
Referral to the school chaplain is not in the pursuit religious instruction but rather in support of social and emotional 
wellbeing for all students.   
 

CROSSING SUPERVISORS: 

A system of School Crossing Supervisors is in operation at this school.  The supervisors, male or female, have been 
officially appointed by the Queensland Government to this position and operate each morning and afternoon on all 
school days. 
 
Times of operation for our school are: 
   8.00am - 9am 
   2.55pm - 3.25pm. 
 
Crossing Procedure: The Supervisors will ask all pedestrians, both children and adults, to wait on the footpath.  When 
a suitable gap appears in the traffic from both directions, the Supervisor will extend the Stop Sign to stop traffic.  The 
Supervisor will blow TWO blasts of the whistle to indicate that pedestrians may then cross. Pedestrians should keep 
to the left and walk straight across.  ONE whistle means it is not safe to cross and all pedestrians must then wait on 
the footpath. 
 Please have your children listen carefully to the whistle and voice signals from the   
 Supervisor and do not move off the footpath until the whistle is blown. 
 Children on Bicycles: 
 All cyclists must dismount and walk their bicycles over the crossing. 
 

DETENTION: (Please see code of behaviour in appendix) 

Students who are referred to the Principal due to unsatisfactory behaviour may be placed on recess detention from 
one to five days. We rely on student self-reporting as a first step measure, but we will contact parents if a student 
becomes a multiple offender.  Behaviour cards are issued as a communication tool in order to keep parents informed 
and to encourage reinforce of behavior lessons at home.  Repeat offenders will miss out on incentives and rewards for 
that term. 
 
 
 

SCHOOL INFORMATION continued 
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DENTAL CLINIC: 

Children may be treated by the School Dental Therapist in their caravan at the school, at no expense to the parents, 
at some time during most years.  The Dental Clinic will contact parents through the school to find out if they wish their 
children to attend the clinic. Parents should continue to take their children to their family dentist for their regular 
checkups. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SAFETY: 

It is usual Department of Child Safety Practice for their Officers to visit schools from time to time to interview children. 
At Mackay Central State School these interviews usually take place in the Principal’s office with a member of staff 
present.  
 
 

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT: 

Electronic equipment such as mobile phones, Ipods and cameras should not be brought to school. If for exceptional 
purposes a device needs to be brought to school it must be booked into the office before school commences. The 
school cannot accept responsibility for devices left in bags or in a child’s possession. 
 

EXCURSIONS 

Students are invited to participate in a variety of excursions for social, cultural, academic and sporting purposes. 
Parents will be notified of excursions and their associated costs as soon as possible. Parents will be required to 
complete a permission form prior to their child’s participation in any school excursion. 
 

FAMILY INFORMATION AND UPDATES: 

Events in family life, such as illness, new babies, loss of a loved one or pet, sibling rivalry or family visitors can be a 
prime source of excitement or concern for children and therefore may have an impact upon their behavior at home 
and / or school. In light of this, we would appreciate if parents / guardians would inform us of any unusual happenings 
of this nature. 
 
Additionally, it is vitally important that, in the case of an emergency, the school is able to contact a child’s family. To 
this end, please ensure that any change of family details such as address, email, phone numbers, emergency contact 
details and medication changes is communicated to the school office as soon as possible. Additionally, should there 
be changes to family circumstances such as separations, divorce or court ordered arrangements, the school must 
have up-to-date copies of these documents for our files.  
 

FIRE DRILLS AND LOCK DOWNS: 

These drills occur throughout the year. Their occurrence is designed to be a surprise, thus ensuring that children and 
staff know their role should an emergency situation arise. In the event of an actual emergency, measures will be 
undertaken as per the school’s Emergency Response Plan.  
 

GUIDANCE: 

A Guidance Officer visits the school regularly and provides a valuable service for children with a variety of needs.  
Children are referred to a Guidance Officer on the recommendation of their Classroom Teacher and the Principal.  
Parents may also request a referral. 
 

HATS: 

With the rising incidence of skin cancer in Queensland, broad-brimmed hats are a compulsory part of the Mackay 
Central State School uniform.  A rule that is strictly enforced is ‘NO HAT, NO PLAY’ Broad brimmed hats are now part 
of our uniform policy. Hats in the colour of each child’s Sports House are available for purchase from the school office.   
 

HEAD LICE: 

Parents are asked to check children’s hair regularly and treat head lice promptly.  If head lice are found on a child’s 
head, the parent will be notified immediately to enable the child to be collected from school.  A simple treatment is to 
apply hair conditioner and comb through with a nit comb to remove the nits and eggs. 
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HOMEWORK: 

Homework may be given regularly. The amount will be determined by the teacher. 
As a guide, homework should not exceed: 

 Prep & Year 1: up to 10 minutes per day 

 Year 2-3: up to 15 minutes per day 

 Year 4-5: up to 20 minutes per day 

 Year 6: up to 25 minutes per day 

 No homework is to be set on weekends 

 No homework is to be set for vacation periods 
 
Additionally, students may attend homework club on Tuesdays to Fridays from 8:30am in the library where they can 
request the assistance of teacher’s aides in order to complete their homework.  

 

HOUSE SPORTS: 

All children from Prep to Year 6 are divided into 3 houses:  Hibiscus, Orchid and Wattle. 
A child is allocated to a House on admission and all members of the same family are allocated the same house if 
possible. House colours are: Hibiscus ~Red, Orchid ~Blue, Wattle ~ Yellow. 
 

INTERVIEWS: 

All parents will be invited to attend a mid-year parent-teacher interview.  We welcome the opportunity to discuss 
progress and plan for improvement.  Interviews are scheduled using electronic booking systems for designated 
interview days or at other time by contacting the office directly.  Teachers are unavailable for interviews with parents 
during teaching time.  Interviews by parent or teacher request are available at any time. The Principal is available for 
interviews Monday to Friday 7.30a.m. to 4.30p.m.  For longer appointments, parents are encouraged to schedule a 
time by contacting the office however, for quick chats or check-ins efforts will always be made to accommodate 
families on the spot. If there’s anything at all we can help with, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 

LIBRARY: 

Children and Parents are encouraged to borrow from the School Library.  We are fortunate to have excellent 
resources here at Central. All children need a Library bag and will borrow as a class once a week. 
 

LOST PROPERTY: 

Lost property is displayed on the clothes racks in the undercover area (opposite the Tuckshop).  Parents should 
ensure that all articles of clothing and equipment are clearly marked with their child’s name. 
 

MEDICATION: 

Department of Education policy dictates that teachers are not to administer medication to students without written 
permission from their parent/guardian.  There will be no exceptions to these guidelines.  Records are kept of all 
occasions when medication is administered.  Specialist, doctor’s and pharmacist’s labels/statements are essential for 
ongoing treatment. 
 

MUSIC: 

Our school is fortunate to engage the services of an excellent Instrumental Music Teacher, 
(Woodwind/Percussion) and a dedicated and talented Music Teacher.  Interested students may join the choir, 
recorder band or instrumental ensembles. 
 

NEWSLETTERS: 

Every second Friday an electronic newsletter is issued to each family and any interested subscribers informing 
parents of forthcoming events and matters concerning the school. In the event that email cannot be accessed by 
parents, a hard-copy newsletter may be requested. Parents should contact the office should they require assistance 
receiving electronic newsletters. On alternate weeks, a brief ‘newsflash’ message containing brief reminders will be 
sent electronically via email.   
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PARENT PARTICIPATION: 

The school highly values parental involvement in school activities. You are our partners in the education of your child.  
Please consider offering assistance in classroom activities, assisting with co or extra-curricular activities and attending 
P & C meetings. 
 

PARENTS AND CITIZENS ASSOCIATION: 

Meetings of the association are held in the conference room of the Multimedia Centre on the third Friday in each 
month at 12.00p.m.  All parents are encouraged to attend the meetings and become actively involved in the school.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

Religious Education is given by accredited RE teachers once a week. Parents may indicate desired participation in 
these lessons on their child’s enrolment forms and may contact the office should they wish to discuss arrangements 
for Religious Education.    
 

REPORTS ON PROGRESS: 

Parent/Teacher interviews will be held at Easter time and at the end of each semester. Written records based on 
continuous assessment of student performance are prepared and issued at the end of each semester.  Reports 
associated with state or nation-wide testing will also be distributed at least once during the year to targeted students.  
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM:  

The school requires all children to be dressed neatly in our school uniform. All children are required to wear hats and 
closed-in shoes. School colours are green and gold. MCSS shirts and skorts/shorts are available to purchase from 
Lowes Canelands.   
  
 

School Shirts 

  School shirts are green and gold with the school emblem embroidered on the 
  pocket.  

 School Shorts/Skorts 

  School shorts/skorts are black with embroidered school emblem. 

 Sports Uniform 

  Hibiscus Red T Shirt, Orchid Blue T Shirt, Wattle Yellow T Shirt, to be worn with    
  black skirt/skorts/shorts on Sports Practice Days (Term 2 only) and Athletics Carnival 

 Winter Uniform Pullover  

  Black V Neck pullover  

 Shoes and Socks 

  Black shoes and white socks 

 Hat 

  Bucket style – Reversible: black with school emblem/sport house colours -    
  available for purchase at the Office.  
 

HAIR COLOUR & ACCESSORIES 

Any student who presents with (in the opinion of the School Administration Team) an inappropriate hairstyle (including 
colouring) will be isolated from normal activities until rectified. 
Hair accessories should be primarily functional and not a fashion item.  As such, hairbands, hair ties, combs etc 
should be subdued and predominately in school colours. 
 

SICKNESS: 

As a general rule, if a student is not well enough to participate lessons he/she will be cared until such time as parents 
can be contacted with a view to having the student taken home.  In cases of emergency, the ambulance/family doctor 
may be contacted or the outpatients department of a hospital.  Parents should inform the school of serious allergies or 
physical limitations or disabilities, both temporary and permanent. 
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SMOKING: 

Parents are reminded of government regulations, which prohibit smoking anywhere within the school grounds, 
including in all buildings as well as within 10 metres of the school fence. Persons under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol are not permitted in the school grounds at any time.  
 

TUCKSHOP: 

Tuckshop operates Wednesday to Friday for first lunch only.  Children are asked to order before school.  The 
Tuckshop is always in need of volunteer helpers.  Please support this service to the children when volunteers are 
called for.  
 

USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES:  

Any group is encouraged to enquire about the use of school facilities when not being used for school purposes.  A 
copy of conditions governing such use is available at the school office.  No one should be on school grounds without 
the Principal’s written permission.  Offenders will be removed and charged ($750.00 maximum fine for trespass). 
When using the basketball court, slam dunking or swinging off the hoops is strictly prohibited. Our Activities and Multi-
purpose Halls are available for hire.   
 

VOLUNTARY TEACHERS AIDES: 

Parents are encouraged to assist as volunteer teacher aides.  Many parents have given invaluable assistance to 
teachers over the past years.  If circumstances permit for parents to assist in this area, please do not hesitate to 
contact our teachers.  With new regulations, parents are required to sign a register each time they help at the school 
office.  Working with Children cards may be required in some circumstances.   
 

VEHICLES IN SCHOOL GROUNDS: 

Because of the danger to children, no vehicles are allowed in the grounds except as required for building or 
maintenance work. Vehicles should not enter the grounds during recess times or when students are on the oval. 
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Condition Patient  Persons in Contact 

Chicken Pox 
(Varicella and Herpes Zoster) 

Exclude until fully recovered or at least 5 
days after the eruption first appears.  
Note: Some remaining scabs are not an 
indication for continued exclusion. 

Any child with an immune deficiency 
(e.g. leukaemia or receiving 
chemotherapy) should be excluded for 
its own protection.  Other wise excluded. 

Conjunctivitis (Acute Infection) Exclude until discharge from eyes has 
ceased. 

Not excluded. 

Diarrhoea Exclude until diarrhoea has ceased. Not excluded. 

Diphtheria  Exclude until medical certificate of 
recovery following at least 2 negative 
throat swabs, the first not less than 24 
hours after cessation of antibiotic 
treatment and the other 48 hours later. 

Exclude family/household contacts until 
cleared to return by an appropriate 
health authority. 

Glandular Fever Exclusion is not necessary.  Not excluded. 

Hepatitis A Exclude until receipt of a medical 
certificate of recovery but not before 7 
days after the onset of jaundice. 

Not excluded. 

Hepatitis B Exclusion not necessary. Not excluded. 

Hepatitis C Exclusion not necessary. Not excluded. 

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Exclusion is not necessary unless the 
person has secondary infection requiring 
exclusion in its own right. 

Not excluded. 

Impetigo (School Sores) Exclude until appropriate treatment has 
commenced and sores on exposed 
surfaces are covered with a dressing. 

Not excluded. 

Measles Exclude for at least 4 days from the 
appearance of rash. 

Immunised contacts not excluded. 
Nonimmunised contacts excluded 14 
days after the appearance of rash in the 
last case.   If non-immunised contacts 
vaccinated within 72 hours of their first 
contact with the index case, they may 
return. 

Meningitis (Bacterial) Exclude until well. Not excluded. 

Meningococcal Infection Exclude until well. Not excluded. 

Mumps Exclude for at least 9 days from onset. Not excluded. 

Poliomyelitis Exclude for a least 14 days from onset. 
Readmit on a medical certificate of 
recovery. 

Not excluded. 

Ringworm, Scabies Pediculosis (Lice), 
Trachoma 

Exclude until the day after treatment has 
commenced.  

Not excluded. 

Rubella (German Measles) Exclude until fully recovered or at least 4 
days after the onset of rash. 

Not excluded.  Note: Female staff of 
childbearing age should ensure that their 
immunization against rubella is 
adequate. 

Streptococcal Infection Exclude until the person has received 
antibiotic treatment for at least 24 hours 
and the person feels well.  

Not excluded. 

Tuberculosis Exclude until production of a medical 
certificate from appropriate authority.  

Not excluded. 

Typhoid & Paralyphoid Fever Exclude until medical certificate of 
recovery. 

Not excluded. 

Whooping Cough Exclude for five days after starting. Exclude unimmunized household 
contacts aged less than 7 years for 14 
days after the last exposure.  
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Unity 
 

I dreamed I stood in a studio 
And watched two sculptors there, 
The clay they used was a young child’s mind 
And they fashioned it with care. 
One was a teacher, the tools he used 
Were books and music and art, 
One a parent with a guiding hand 
And a gentle, loving heart. 
Day after day the teacher toiled 
With touch that was deft and sure, 
While the parent laboured by his side 
And polished and smoothed it o’er. 
When at last their task was done 
They were proud of what they had wrought, 
For the things they had moulded  
into the child 
Could neither be sold nor bought. 
And each agreed he would have failed 
If he had worked alone, 
For behind the parent stood the school 
And behind the teacher, the home. 

  
                                By Ray A. Lingenfelter 
 


